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RELIGION  AND  AMUSEMENT. 


Believing,  as  we  do,  that  very  erroneous  opinions 
are  entertained  by  many  persons,  amongst  whom  are 
to  be  found  not  a  few  professors  of  religion,  with 
regard  to  the  character  and  tendency  of  certain  kinds 
of  amusements  and  recreations,  our  object,  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  will  be  to  endeavour  to  correct  such 
errors,  and  to  point  out  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
duty  of  Christians  in  regard  to  this  important  matter. 
And,  as  the  ground-work  of  all  subsequent  remarks  on 
this  subject,  we  would  refer  at  once  to  the  words  of 
the  Saviour :  "  I  pray  not  that*.  Thou  shouldest 
take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  Thou  shouldest 
keep  them  from  the  evil.  They  are  not  of  the  world, 
even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world."  And  in  connection 
with  these  truly  expressive  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Himself,  we  may  allude  to  St.  Paul's  significant 
caution,  "  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world."  Now, 
if  ever  there  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  church 
of  Christ  when  these  words  of  our  Saviour  and  His 
Apostle  needed  to  be  enforced  upon  the  attention 
of  professing  Christians  we  truly  believe  it  is  at  the 
present  day. 

Happiness  is  an  object  which  all  mankind  are  in 
pursuit  of,  the  pearl  of  great  price  for  which  all  are 
diligently  searching,  the  boon  for  which  all  are 
anxiously  panting.  But  while  we  affirm  this  respect- 
ing the  whole  of  mankind,  at  the  same  time  we  feel 
bound   to  assert  that  a  very  small  number,  yea,  a 


2 

mere  fraction  of  our  fellow  men,  are  seeking  for 
happiness,  where  alone  true  happiness  is  to  be  found, 
in  God,  the  centre  and  source  of  all  real  and  sub- 
stantial good.  The  grand  mistake  which  so  many 
make  is  that  of  supposing  that  true  enjoyment  can  be 
found  without  obeying  the  injunction  of  the  Word  of 
God,  "  Acquaint  now  thyself  with  Him,  and  be  at 
peace,  thereby  good  shall  come  unto  thee."  Apart 
from  the  consideration  of  a  future  state  of  being  the 
soul  of  man  wants  some  solid  ground  upon  which  to 
rest  before  it  can  ever  experience  that  true  satisfaction 
and  contentment  of  mind  which  is  absolutely  needful 
to  make  life  a  blessing  rather  than  a  curse.  Out  of 
God  this  resting-place  of  the  soul  never  can  be  found. 
Wandering  from  this  spiritual  ark,  like  Noah's  dove, 
the  soul  of  man  will  search  in  vain  for  a  solid  resting- 
place.  No  matter  how  bright  and  cheerful  a  man's 
earthly  surroundings  may  be,  so  long  as  he  remains 
destitute  of  that  supreme  good  which  no  created 
object  can  supply,  he  will  never  experience  true  satis- 
faction and  contentment  of  mind  ;  but  roaming  from 
object  to  object  in  quest  of  something  with  which  to 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  his  inner  man,  he  will  experi- 
ence at  each  halting-place  nothing  but  disappoint- 
ment and  vexation  of  spirit ;  and  he  will  continue, 
with  anxiety  and  restlessness  of  soul,  to  push  the 
enquiry,  "  Who  will  show  me  any  good  ?"  But  even 
amongst  the  members  of  Christian  churches,  who,  as 
such,  profess  to  seek  their  happiness  in  God,  how 
many,  alas,  there  are,  who,  judging  from  their  general 
walk  and  eonduct,  are  more  in  love  with  the  fashion 
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of  this  world,  which  passeth  away,  than  they  are  with 
that  God,  whose  they  are  and  whom  they  profess  to 
serve.  To  all  such  we  would  say,  in  the  words  of  the 
good  old  Book,  "  Love  not  the  world,  neither  the 
things  of  the  world,  for  if  any  man  love  the  world 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  Now,  in 
order  that  we  may  not  be  misunderstood  in  reference 
to  the  views  we  are  advocating,  we  may  here  remark, 
that  we  do  not  hold  the  opinion  that  in  order  for  a 
man  to  become  a  Christian  he  must  literally  separate 
himself  from  the  world,  and  lead  the  life  of  a  religious 
recluse.  Such  was  not  the  mode  of  life  adopted  by 
the  Saviour  whilst  He  tabernacled  amongst  men. 
His  was  a  life  of  active  benevolence.  He  continually 
went  about  doing  good.  He  did  not  exclude  Himself 
from  either  the  social  or  public  haunts  of  men,  hence 
we  find  that  His  first  miracle  was  performed  at  a 
marriage  feast,  and  His  greatest  sermon  preached  on 
a  mountain  side  ;  and  to  such  an  extent  did  He  mix 
up  with  sinners  of  every  description,  in  order  that  He 
might  seek  and  save  them  that  were  lost,  that  it  was 
deridingly  said  of  Him,  "  This  Man  receiveth  sinners 
and  eateth  with  them.',  But  what  we  wish  to  enforce 
upon  the  attention  of  our  readers  is,  that  worldly 
conformity  and  the  indulgence  in  worldy  amusements 
and  recreations,  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  a  religious 
profession,  and  altogether  at  variance  with  the  teach- 
ings of  God's  Word. 

A  few  years  ago  a  clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church  in  this  country  preached  a  sermon  advocating 
the  attendance  of  professing  Christians  at  places  of 


worldly  amusement.  In  the  sermon  referred  to  he 
says  that  the  numerous  restraints  imposed  upon  pro- 
fessors of  religion  hy  those  whom  he  deridingly 
terms,  "  the  arbiters  of  religious  opinion  and  the 
models  of  religious  practice,"  are  calculated  to  prove 
detrimental  to  the  cause  of  Christianity.  We  are,  of 
course,  by  no  means  disposed  to  endorse  such  strange 
and  unscriptural  sentiments,  though  issuing  from  a 
Protestant  pulpit  in  Christian  England  in  the  19th 
century,  by  one  who  undoubtedly  himself  would  claim 
to  be,  to  some  extent  at  least,  an  u  arbiter  of  reli- 
gious opinion  and  a  model  of  religious  practice." 
The  best  advice  we  can  give  to  our  readers,  both  with 
regard  to  such  religious  opinion  and  practice,  is  not 
to  accept  the  one  or  copy  the  other,  inasmuch  as  we 
ourselves  claim  to  have  found  out  "a  more  excellent 
way."  That  "  the  numerous  restraints  imposed  upon 
professors  of  religion"  do  form  a  barrier  preventing 
persons  who  wish  to  hold  the  world  with  one  hand 
and  Christ  with  the  other  from  joining  the  visible 
church  of  Christ  we  are  fully  prepared  to  admit;  but 
that  the  barrier  thus  thrown  around  Christianity  has 
proved  detrimental  to  its  true  interests  we  are  quite 
as  fully  prepared  to  deny.  While  we  believe  such 
sentiments  as  those  to  which  we  have  just  referred 
will  not  be  endorsed  by  any  one  who  loves  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  and  whose  constant  aim  is 
to  glorify  God  in  all  things ;  at  the  same  time  we  be- 
lieve there  are  individuals  upon  whom  such  senti- 
ments are  calculated  to  exert  an  injurious  influence, 
by  leading  them  astray  from  the  path  of  virtue  and 


rectitude,  stifling  any  religious  convictions  with  which 
they  may  have  been  blessed  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
creating  within  them  a  depraved  and  vitiated  appetite 
for  vain  and  sinful  pleasures,  and,  we  fear,  in  some 
instances,  tending  to  accelerate  their  progress  to  the 
regions  of  eternal  despair.  It  is  by  indulging  in  such 
worldly  amusements  as  those  now  under  consideration 
that  so  many  persons  are  prevented  from  coming 
within  the  circle  of  religious  influence ;  and  were  pro- 
fessing christians  generally  to  adopt  such  unhallowed 
practices,  thus  mixing  up,  merely  for  purposes  of  car- 
nal gratification,  with  the  ungodly  and  irreligious  part 
of  the  community,  the  boundary-line  between  the 
church  and  the  world  wrould  soon  become  so  indis- 
tinct, that  the  Saviour's  test  of  religious  experience, 
11  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,"  could  not  be 
easily  applied  ;  and  when  applied,  we  fear  that  the 
verdict  arrived  at  would  in  too  many  instances  be, 
11  Ye  are  of  your  father,  the  devil,  for  his  works  ye 
do.,,  Show  us  a  professor  of  religion  who  is  con. 
stantly  hankering  after  such  unlawful  pleasures,  and 
we  will  show  you  an  individual  who  has  very  little 
relish,  if  any  at  all,  for  spiritual  enjoyments.  The 
christian's  treasure  being  in  heaven,  his  heart  is  there 
also.  His  affections  are  set  on  things  above,  and  not 
on  things  on  the  earth.  His  supreme  enjoyment  con- 
sists in  communion  with  God.  He  hews  not  out  to 
himself  broken  cisterns  that  can  hold  no  water  ;  he 
drinks  at  a  purer,  more  soul-satisfying  fountain  of 
pleasure.  He  has  within  him  a  fouutain  of  true  bles- 
sedness.    He  therefore   feels  no  desire  for  the  stag- 
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nant  muddy  waters  of  carnal  gratifications  He  lives 
above  the  petty  paltry  pleausures  of  time  and  sense, 
breathing  a  purer  and  a  more  heavenly  atmosphere. 
Like  Moses,  "  choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with 
the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin 
for  a  season."  In  the  sermon  we  have  just  referred  to 
it  is  adduced  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  professing 
christians  indulging  in  wrorldly  amusements  and  re- 
creations that  such  amusements  and  recreations  are 
patronised  by  the  Queen,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
many  of  the  nobility  and  leading  men  of  the  land. 
With  regard  to  ail  such  persons  we  are  quite  prepared 
to  say,  "  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due  ;"  but  that 
is  no  reason  why  wre  should  take  either  the  Queen, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  any  of  the  leading  men  of 
our  land  as  examples  of  christian  consistency,  or  as 
perfect  models  whereby  to  shape  our  religious  life. 
The  rich  man's  treasure  is  on  earth,  and,  alas,  in  too 
many  instances,  like  the  young  man  in  the  Gospel, 
his  heart  is  there  also ;  consequently  these  are  the 
last  persons  to  whom  we  should  look  for  an  example 
of  christian  consistency.  We  pass  by  kings  and 
queens  and  the  rich  and  noble  among  men,  and  go  to 
the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  Himself 
set  before  His  followers  a  far  nobler  model,  when  He 
said,  "  Be  ye  perfect  (not  as  kings  and  queens  and 
great  men  of  this  world  are  perfect),  but  even  as  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect".  We  are  well 
aware  that  the  influence  of  men  who  occupy  high 
positions  is  very  great,  and,  therefore,  fearful  will  be 
the  account  they  will  have  to  give  at  the  last  day,  if 


that  influence  has  been  exerted  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. Listen  to  what  St.  Paul  has  to  say  in  reference 
to  this  matter  : — tl  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into 
temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and 
hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction  and 
perdition.  For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil ;  which  while  some  coveted  after,  they  have  erred 
from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves  through  with 
many  sorrows."  But  thou,  O  man  of  God,  flee  these 
things ;  and  follow  after  righteousness,  godliness, 
faith,  love,  patience,  meekness. " 

It  is  nothing  short  of  a  gross  libel  upon  religion 
when  it  is  represented  as  being  unfriendly  to  rational 
enjoyment.  Religion  is  of  a  pleasant  and  genial 
rather  than  of  a  gloomy  and  ascetic  character ;  and 
the  past  and  present  experience  of  good  men  goes  to 
prove  the  truth  of  Solomon's  words  :  "  Her  ways  are 
ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace." 
We  heartily  endorse  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Talmage 
when  he  says  : — u  For  whom  did  God  make  this 
grand  and  beautiful  world  ?  For  whom  this  wonder- 
ful expenditure  of  colour,  this  gracefulness  of  line, 
this  mosaic  of  the  ground,  this  fresco  of  the  sky,  this 
glowing  fruitage  of  orchard  and  vineyard,  this  fall 
orchestra  of  the  tempest,  in  which  the  tree  branches 
flute,  and  the  winds  trumpet,  and  the  thunders  drum, 
and  all  the  splendours  of  earth  and  sky  come  clash- 
ing their  cymbals  ?  For  whom  did  God  spring  the 
arched  bridge  of  colours  resting  upon  buttresses  cf 
broken  storm-cloud  ?  For  whom  did  He  gather  the 
upholstery  of  fire  around   the  window  of  the  setting 
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sun  ?  For  all  men  ;  but  more  especially  for  His  own 
dear  children  ....  Now  God  has  built  this  grand 
mansion  of  a  world,  and  He  has  spread  a  glorious 
feast  in  it ;  and  while  those  who  are  strangers  to  His 
grace  may  come  in,  I  think  that  God  especially  in- 
tends to  give  the  advantage  to  His  own  children,  those 
who  are  the  sons  and  the  daughters  of  the  Lord 
Almighty,  those  who  through  grace  can  look  up  and 
say,  '  Abba,  Father.'  You  cannot  make  me  believe 
that  God  gives  more  advantages  to  the  world  than 
He  gives  to  the  Church  bought  by  His  own  blood. 
If,  therefore,  people  of  the  world  have  looked  with 
dolorous  sympathy  upon  this  host  who  have  this  day 
united  with  the  Church,  and  have  said,  *  Those  new 
converts  are  going  down  into  privation  and  into  hard- 
ship. Why  did  they  not  tarry  a  little  longer  in  the 
world,  and  have  some  of  its  enjoyments,  and  amuse- 
ments, and  recreations  ?'  I  say  to  such  men  of  the 
world,  '  You  are  greatly  mistaken,'  and  before  I  get 
through  I  will  show  that  those  people  who  stay  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  have  the  hardships  and  self- 
denials,  while  those  who  come  in  have  the  joys  and 
the  satisfactions."  It  has  been  justly  observed  that 
man  has  been  formed  with  a  large  capacity  for  enjoy- 
ment ;  but  this  merciful  endowment  has  been,  like 
many  other  blessings,  to  a  most  fearful  extent  per- 
verted and  abused,  thus  illustrating  the  truth  of  God's 
Word,  that  "God  made  man  upright,  but  he  has 
sought  out  many  invantions."  Is  it  not  true  that 
modern  society  writhes  and  groans  under  the  per- 
verse ingenuity  with  which  men  seek  to  gratify  this 
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hunger  and  thirst  of  their  nature.  "  We  believe," 
says  a  certain  writer,  M  in  the  lawfulness  of  amuse- 
ment; and  feel  assured  that  God  would  never  have 
created  man  with  this  capacity  for  enjoyment  if  Fie 
had  not  meant  that  in  a  legitimate  way  he  should 
enjoy  the  lawful  pleasures  of  life.  We  are  no  advo- 
cates for  that  soul-chilling  ascetism  which  grieves  over 
all  play  as  folly,  relaxation  as  self-indulgence,  fun  as 
a  crime,  recreation  as  sinful,  and  amusement  as  a 
post  chase  to  destruction.  We  believe  that  all  plea- 
sure would  be  equally  sinless  and  equally  pleasing,  if 
the  true  nature  of  recreation  and  amusement  were 
properly  understood,  and  its  relation  to  human  life 
rightly  comprehended.  Pleasure  is  lawful ;  and  when 
we  take  our  pleasures  as  God  first  ordained  them  and 
provided  them  for  us,  we  take  them  without  a  sting ; 
but  when,  either  in  the  measure  or  the  manner,  we 
go  to  excess,  we  pollute  the  pure  stream,  and  drink 
to  our  destruction.  Vain  and  sinful  pleasures — plea- 
sures that  tend  to  impair  our  faculties  and  abilities, 
and  that  bring  pain  and  sorrow  afterwards,  as  many 
of  the  amusements  and  recreations  of  the  present 
day,  such  as  Theatres,  Horse-racing,  Card-playing, 
Balls,  Novel-reading,  Tippling,  and  many  other 
worldly  amusements,  are  calculated  to  do ;  such  plea- 
sures as  these  should  be  carefully  avoided  by  every 
thoughtful  person ;  but  a  lawful  pleasure,  lawfully 
used,  is  as  much  a  gift  of  God  as  any  other  blessing 
Ke  bestows  upon  us.  Surely  no  sensible  man  ought 
to  venture  on  that  for  a  little  present  pleasure  and 
enjoyment  which  must  involve  him  in  future  trouble 
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and  clanger.  Whatever  we  do,  we  ought,  before  we 
act — and  more  especially  before  we  indulge  in  any 
amusement  of  a  doubtful  character — to  examine  the 
sequel  ;  if  that  be  clear  and  satisfactory,  the  enjoy* 
ment  will  be  of  the  right  kind,  and  be  productive  of 
ease  and  contentment  of  mind.  But  to  rush  incon- 
siderately, as  too  many  do,  upon  pleasures  that  must 
end  in  sadness,  is  madness  in  the  extreme." 

If  asked  to  give  a  definition  of  legitimate  amuse- 
ment and  recreation,  we  should  say,  that  amusement 
and  recreation,  in  order  to  be  of  the  right  kind  should 
be  of  a  character  calculated  to  promote  the  physical, 
mental,  moral,  and,  may  we  not  add,  the  religious 
improvement  of  those  who  engage  in  it.  Now,  we 
fearlessly  assert  that  the  popular  amusements  we  have 
before  alluded  to  tend  rather  to  hinder  than  to  pro- 
mote the  physical,  mental,  moral,  and  religious 
improvement  of  those  who  indulge  in  them.  True 
recreation  has  been  thus  defined: — "Recreation  is  a 
second  creation,  when  weariness  hath  almost  annihi- 
lated our  spirits  ;  it  is  the  breathing  of  the  soul,  which 
otherwise  would  be  stifled  with  continued  business  " 
Let  us  then  consent  to  a  little  un-harnessing  of  the 
go-carts  of  life  ;  let  the  true  labourer  also  have  a  little 
true  recreation.  Let  us  be  moderate  in  our  worship 
of  work;  for  we  believe  in  the  old  adage,  "All  work 
and  no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy."  But  let  us  see 
to  it  that  the  play  as  well  as  the  work  be  of  a  lawful 
character,  calculated  to  ensure  our  present  and  future 
well-being,  and  to  promte  the  glory  of  our  Creator, 
God.     Harmless  recreation  and  lawful  pleasure  is,  we 
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believe,  conducive  both  to  health  of  body,  and  cheer- 
fulness of  mind.  It  must  be  admitted,  then,  that 
lawful  recreation  is  a  necessity  of  man's  nature,  and 
rendered  still  more  a  necessity  because  cf  the  intensity 
of  modern  labour.  True  recreation  is  the  gratification 
of  man's  inborn  and  inbred  desire  for  enjoyment,  by 
legitimate  and  appropriate  objects,  by  fit  and  adequate 
means,  at  seasonable  periods,  and  under  enlightened 
moral  control.  And  such  recreation  includes  all  true 
delight,  and  excludes  no  possible  heathful  and  whole- 
some minister  to  or  means  of  enjoyment.  Kecreation 
may  be  briefly  termed,  refreshment  after  toil,  relief 
from  the  presence  of  care,  anxiety,  or  sorrow  ;  relax- 
ation from  severe  duties,  diversion  from  absorbing 
pursuits,  recreation  after  fatigue,  amusement  in  the 
intervals  of  week-day  toil,  pastime  in  the  hour  of  lei- 
sure. When,  however,  such  words  as  these,  and 
those  more  endearing  ones,  enjoyment,  delight,  bliss, 
felicity,  transport,  happiness,  are  used  to  denote  the 
gratification  or  the  pampering  of  debasing,  polluting, 
fleshly,  and  gross  animal  tastes,  or  vicious,  impure, 
pernicious  propensities,  the  words  are  mis-used  and 
misapplied ;  and  we  may  say  with  Solomon,  that 
"Laughter  is  madness,  and  mirth  what  doeth  it?"  A 
certain  writer  has  laid  down  the  following  rule  by 
which  to  regulate  us  in  our  pursuit  after  amusement 
and  recreation  : — "  Let  thy  recreation  be  manly,  mo- 
derate, seasonable,  lawful;  if  thy  life  be  sedentary, 
more  tending  to  the  exercise  of  the  body,  if  thy  life 
be  active,  more  to  the  refreshment  of  the  mind  ;  thy 
recreation  will  then  help  laboui',   and  sweeten  rest." 
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To  labour  is  the  lot  of  man.  And  while  we  hold  to 
the  opinion  that  all  honest  labour  is  honourable ;  at 
the  same  time  we  hold  that  every  labourer  has  a  right 
to  his  leisure  hour.  And  if  the  foregoing  remarks 
be  correct,  surely  we  cannot  over-rate  the  importance 
of  the  leisure  hour  being  spent  in  the  best,  the  most 
profitable,  and  the  most  enjoyable  manner.  We 
regret  to  say  that  many  persons'  leisure  hours  are 
**  like  angels'  visits,  few  and  far  between  ;"  and  on 
that  account  they  ought  to  be  the  more  highly  prized, 
and  spent  in  the  best  possible  manner.  Would  to 
God  we  could  impress  upon  our  readers  the  immense 
importance  of  the  right  use  of  time  they  call  their 
own.  The  leisure  hour,  when  spent  aright,  may 
prove  an  inestimable  blessing  ;  but  to  those  who  mis- 
improve  it  it  often  proves  a  most  fearful  curse.  By 
some  leisure  hours  have  been  wisely  and  diligently 
used  as  steps  on  which  they  have  climbed  to  a  high 
and  dignified  position  amongst  their  fellow  men ; 
while  by  others  they  have  been  foolishly  used  as  steps 
on  which  they  have  rapidly  descended  to  disgrace,  to 
degradation,  and  to  ruin.  We  believe  that  a  man's 
leisure  hours  have  more  to  do  with  the  forming  of  his 
character  than  his  working  hours  ;  how  uspeakably 
valuable  then  must  leisure  hours  be. 

We  cannot  now  go  at  any  length  into  the  many 
legitimate  or  illegitimate  ways  in  which  leisure  hours 
may  or  may  not  be  spent.  Our  principal  subject 
being  the  connection  between  religion  and  amuse- 
ment, we  wish  just  now  to  address  ourselves  more 
particularly  to  piofessors  of  religion     And  every  true 
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christian,  having  read  his  Bible  aright,  will  not  surely 
fail  to  see  that  those  worldly  amusements  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  are  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  high  and  holy  profession  to  which  he  has  been 
called  by  that  God,  who  has  said,  "  Be  ye  holy  ;  for 
I,  the  Lord  your  God,  am  holy;"  and  who  has  ex- 
pressly enjoined  upon  His  people  to  "have  no  fellow- 
ship with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but  rather 
reprove  them.',  The  writer  once  saw  upon  the  title- 
page  of  a  tract  the  words,  "  Where  is  a  christian  to 
be  found  ?"  In  reply  to  such  a  question  as  this,  we 
feel  disposed  to  say,  ••  Where  is  a  christian  to  be 
found  ?'  why  not  at  the  theatre,  not  at  the  horse-race, 
not  at  the  ball  or  dancing  party,  not  at  the  card-table, 
not  at  the  public-house,  not  in  any  place  whatever 
where  worldly  people  meet  together  merely  for  pur- 
poses of  amusement  and  recreation.  True,  at  such 
places  we  should  not  be  much  surprised  to  find  cold 
smd  lifeless  religious  professors ;  but  shonld  a  truly 
God-honouring,  sin-renouncing  christian  man  ever  be 
found  at  such  places,  the  question  may  well  be  asked 
with  some  degree  of  wonder  and  amazement,  u  What 
cloest  thou  here.  Elijah?"  Surely  this  is  noplace 
for  thee,  O  man  of  God,  who  dost  profess  to  be  guided 
by  the  teachings  of  that  Book  which  commands  thee 
to  "  come  out  from  amongst  the  ungodly." 

It  is  truly  suprising  how  many  professors  of  reli- 
gion there  are  to  be  found  who  will  even  go  so  far  as 
to  justify  the  attendance  of  christians  at  such  a  place 
of  vain  and  sinful  amusement  as  the  theatre,  on  the 
ground,  that  notwithstanding  the  evil  associations  of 
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the  place,  something  good  may  be  learnt  there.  We 
confess  we  cannot  see  the  force  of  such  an  argument 
as  this,  especially  when  urged  by  religious  professors. 
If  this  argument  will  hold  good  when  applied  to  the 
theatre,  we  contend  that  it  will  likewise  hold  good 
when  applied  to  every  other  place  of  vain  and  sinful 
amusement,  inasmuch  as  we  have  no  doubt  some  ele- 
ment of  good  may  occasionally  be  found  in  all  these 
places.  Arguing  thus,  professors  of  religion  would 
be  justified  in  throwing  off  all  the  restraints  of  reli- 
gion, and  visiting  in  turn  every  den  of  iniquity  and 
sink  of  vice  they  can  find,  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
up  some  good  sentiment  which  perchance  they  might 
have  no  other  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with.  But  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  every  good 
sentiment  which  may  be  picked  up  at  the  theatre  can 
be  found  by  religious  professors  at  widely  different 
places,  and  under  much  safer  and  far  more  advanta- 
geous circumstances.  From  what  has  already  been 
adduced  our  readers  will  have  seen  that  we  are  dis- 
posed to  regard  attendance  at  theatrical  performances 
(though  sanctioned  by  a  Bishop  of  the  Established 
Church)  as  utterly  inconsistent  with  a  religious  pro- 
fession. The  late  John  Angell  James,  when  referring 
to  the  theatre  says  :  i(  All  the  evils  that  waste  a  young 
man's  property,  corrupt  his  morals,  blast  his  reputa- 
tion, impair  his  health,  embitter  his  life,  and  destroy 
his  soul,  lurk  in  the  purlieus  of  a  theatre.  Vice  in 
every  form  lives,  moves,  and  has  its  being  there  : 
myriads  have  cursed  the  hour  when  they  first  exposed 
themselves   to   the  contamination  of  the  stage,  and 
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from  that  fatal  evening  they  date  their  destruction." 
If  such  be  the  character  and  tendency  of  theatrical 
performances,  we  cannot  but  condemn  dramatic  en- 
tertainments of  a  certain  class  which  are  occasionally 
held  in  connection  with  various  religious  institutions. 
Though,  abstractedly  considered,  such  entertainments 
may  be  comparatively  innocent,  still  we  believe  there 
is  danger  of  such  entertainments  creating  in  the 
minds  of  young  people  such  a  taste  for  the  drama,  as 
shall  lead  them  to  attendance  at  the  theatre  itself, 
where  they  can  witness  such  entertainments  on  a 
larger  scale,  and  carried  out  with  far  greater  effect. 
We  would  therefore  strongly  urge  upon  the  officers  of 
christian  churches  and  the  managers  of  other  religi- 
ous and  philanthropic  institutions  the  importance  oi 
discouraging  the  getting  up  and  holding  of  enter- 
tainments of  a  character  calculated  to  produce  within 
the  minds  of  young  persons  a  love  for  theatrical 
performances 

While  many  professors  of  religion  will  admit  the 
truthfulness  of  the  foregoing  remarks  in  reference  to 
the  theatre,  "  dancing,"  say  they,  "  is  an  innocent, 
a  genteel,  and  a  healthful  amusement. "  Of  course,  so 
far  as  the  simple  bodily  exercise  of  dancing  is  con- 
cerned we  can  see  no  harm  in  it.  But  though  we 
grant  this  much  respecting  the  simple  exercise  of 
dancing,  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  say  a  word 
in  justification  of  the  attendance  of  religious  professors 
at  balls  and  dancing  parties.  There  are  many  things 
which  it  would  be  perfectly  right  for  a  christian  man 
to  do  under  certain   circumstances,  which  things  it 
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would  be  just  as  wrong  for  him  to  do  under  widely 
different  circumstances  ;  and  dancing  is  one  of  these 
things.  In  the  ball-room  the  christian  may  find 
pleasant  and  agreeable  worldly  company,  excitement, 
music,  and  the  like.  But  is  it  a'plaee,  we  ask,  where 
he  will  find  anything  in  harmony  with  a  state  of  holy 
and  hallowed  communion  with  God?  Every  truly 
christian  man  knows  that  the  associations  of  the  ball- 
room are  by  no  means  calculated  uto  promote  the  life 
of  Godliness  in  the  soul,  but  that  on  the  other  hand 
they  are  directly  calculated  to  promote  spiritual 
disease  and  death.  A  certain  writer  has  said: 
"  Dancing  parties  are  frequently  destructive  of  mo- 
desty, injurious  to  mental  progress,  subversive  of 
spiritual  life,  and  they  murder  time."  Cicero  went 
so  far  as  to  say,  "  No  man  in  his  senses  will  dance." 
Bacon  says  of  dancing  that  "  it  is  a  mean  and  vulgar 
thing."  Dr.  Adam  Clarke  says  :  "  Dancing  weakened 
the  moral  principle  wTithin  me,  drowned  the  voice  of 
a  well-instructed  conscience,  and  was  the  first  cause 
of  leading  me  to  seek  my  happiness  in  this  life.  I 
have  it  justly  in  abhorrence  for  the  moral  injury  it 
did  me."  We  would  therefore  urge  upon  christian 
parents  the  importance  of  regarding  the  art  of  danc- 
ing as  an  objectionable  rather  than  a  necessary  part 
of  the  education  of  their  children. 

Another  very  unprofitable  and  highly  reprehensible 
way  in  which  some  professing  christians  spend  many 
precious  leisure  hours  is  that  of  novel-reading.  We 
believe  that  most  of  the  time  spent  in  reading  works 
of  fiction  is  not  only  absolutely  wasted,  but  in  a  great 
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number  of  instances  it  is  productive  of  the  most 
injurious  results  as  regards  the  physical,  the  intellec- 
tual, the  moral,  and  the  religious  welfare  of  those 
who  indulge  in  such  kind  of  recreation.  Reading  is 
a  most  profitable  and  interesting  way  in  which  to 
spend  a  portion  of  our  leisure  hours  ;  but  let  us  take 
care  what  kind  of  books  wre  read.  When  the  Ephc- 
sians  had  received  the  pure  light  of  gospel  truth  they 
"  brought  their  books  together,  and  burned  them 
before  all  men."  And  many  works  of  fiction  which 
are  continually  issuing  from  the  press  in  our  day 
deserve  no  better  treatment.  Novel-reading  not  only 
is  a  most  shameful  waste  of  time  ;  but  it  almost  in- 
variably leads  those  who  indulge  in  it  to  any  consider- 
able extent  to  entertain  false  views  of  human  life, 
producing  within  them  a  sort  of  mental  or  moral  in- 
toxication, tending  to  a  most  fearful  extent  to  unfit 
them  for  the  stern  and  important  duties  of  human 
life.  Dr.  Talmage,  when  speaking  of  novels  and  im- 
pure literature,  says  :  "  If  you  depended  upon  much 
of  the  literature  of  the  day,  you  would  get  the  idea 
that  life,  instead  of  being  something  earnest,  some- 
thing practical,  is  a  fitful  and  fantastic,  and  extrava- 
gant thing A  man  who  gives  himself  up  to 

the  indiscriminate  reading  of  novels  will  be  nerveless, 
inane,  and  a  nuisance.  He  will  be  fit  neither  for  the 
store,  the  shop,  nor  the  field.  A  woman  who  gives 
herself  up  to  the  indiscriminate  reading  of  novels 
will  be  unfitted  for  the  duties  of  wife,  mother,  sister, 
daughter.* '  We  believe  the  fearful  amount  of  worldly- 
mindedness  prevalent  amongst  professors  of  religion 
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in  this  day  is  to  a  great  extent  traceable  to  the  read- 
ing not  only  of  works  of  a  decidedly  objectionable 
character,  but  also  to  the  perusal  of  so  much  light 
religious  literature,  for  which  there  appears  to  be  such 
a  craving  at  the  present  time. 

To  many  persons  it  would  appear  quite  unneces- 
sary to  say  one  word  to  professors  of  religion  by  way 
of  cautioning  them  against  too  free  an  indulgence  in 
the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  engaging  in  such 
amusements  and  recreations  as  are  to  be  found  at 
places  where  such  drinks  are  vended.  But  with  such 
a  host  of  facts  staring  us  in  the  face  which  go  to 
prove  the  fearful  havoc  the  drinking  customs  of 
society  are  making  amongst  the  churches  of  our  land, 
we  feel  it  to  be  our  bounden  duty  to  make  a  brief 
reference  to  so  important  a  matter — a  matter  claim- 
ing the  strict  and  honest  investigation  of  every  true 
christian,  patriot,  and  philanthropist.  Who  can  for 
one  moment  doubt  that  intemperance  acts  as  a  heavy 
drag  to  the  chariot  wheels  of  the  gospel,  thus  pre- 
venting the  more  speedy  accomplishment  of  its  glo- 
rious mission  throughout  the  world  ;  we  therefore 
feel  that  the  words  of  Solomon_have  not  as  yet  lost 
any  of  their  significance  :  u  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong 
drink  is  raging ;  and  whosoever  is  deceived  thereby 
is  not  wise."  And  we  cannot  but  feel  too  that  there 
is  still  a  necessity  for  the  striking  words  of  warning 
to  be  sounded  forth  as  with  the  blast  of  a  tiumpet, 
even  in  the  ears  of  christian  professors  :  u  Look  not 
thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth 
his  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  itself  aright : 
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at  the  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent  and  stingeth  like  an 
adder."  Dr.  Guthrie  says  :  "  Not  scared  by  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  temple,  it  has  defiled  the  pulpit.  I  have 
seen  it  cover  with  a  cloud,  or  expose  to  deposition 
from  the  office  and  honours  of  the  holy  ministry,  no 
fewer  than  ten  clergymen,  with  some  of  whom  I  have 
sat  down  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  and  all  of  whom  I 
numbered  in  the  rank  of  acquaintances  or  friends.'* 
We  have  the  following  striking  fact  on  good  autho- 
rity : — "  The  inhabitants  of  a  certain  town  in  America 
were  assembled  together  to  decide  about  the  licencing 
question.  On  the  platform  were  seated,  among 
others,  the  pastor,  one  of  his  deacons,  and  the  phy- 
sician. Just  as  they  were  about  coming  to  a  decision 
upon  the  subject,  an  object  arose  in  a  distant  part  of 
the  room,  and  all  eyes  were  instantly  turned  in  that 
direction.  It  was  an  old  woman,  poorly  clad,  and 
whose  careworn  countenance  was  the  painful  index  of 
no  light  suffering ,  and  there  was  something  in  the 
flash  of  her  bright  eye  that  told  she  had  seen  better 
days.  "  Xpu>"  sa^  sne»  "  a^  know  who  I  am.  You 
once  knew  me  the  mistress  of  one  of  the  best  estates 
in  the  borough.  I  once  had  a  husband  and  five  sons  ; 
and  woman  never  had  a  kinder  husband,  mother 
never  had  five  better  or  more  affectionate  sons.  But 
where  are  they  now,  doctor?  I  ask,  where  are  they 
now  ?  In  yonder  burying-ground  there  are  six  graves, 
filled  by  that  husband  and  those  five  sons,  and  O, 
they  are  all  drunkards'  graves  !  Doctor,  how  came 
they  to  be  drunkards  ?  You  would  come  and  drink 
with  them,  and  you  told  them  that  moderate  drinking 
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would  do  them  good.  And  you  too,  sir,"  addressing 
the  pastor,  €i  would  come  and  drink  with  my  husband  ; 
and  my  sons  thought  they  might  drink  with  safety 
because  they  saw  you  drink.  You,  deacon,  sold  them 
the  rum  which  made  them  drunkards.  You  have  now 
got  my  farm,  and  all  my  property ;  and  you  got  it  all 
by  rum  !  And  now  I  have  done  my  errand.  I  go 
back  to  the  poor-house,  for  that  is  my  home.  You, 
reverend  sir,  you,  doctor,  and  you,  deacon,  I  shall 
never  meet  again,  until  I  meet  you  at  the  bar  of  God, 
when  you,  too,  will  meet  my  ruined  and  lost  husband 
and  those  five  sons,  who,  through  your  means  and 
influence,  fill  those  drunkards'  graves."  The  Eev. 
J.  P.  Chown,  referring  to  this  subject,  says :  "  What 
is  it  that,  more  than  anything  else,  brings  reproach 
upon  the  name  that  is  above  every  name,  and  dims 
the  brightness  in  which  the  Divine  glory  should  shine 
abroad  ?  Ask  our  church  members  what  it  is  that 
has  wrought  most  of  the  evil  over  which  they  have 
had  to  grieve,  and  they  will  tell  you  it  is  strong  drink. 
Ask  our  Sunday-school  teachers  what  it  i»that  blights 
their  fairest  blossoms,  and  robs  them  of  their  choicest 
fruit,  and  they  will  tell  you  it  is  this.  Ask  ministers 
of  the  gospel  what  it  is  that  tends  most  to  lull  and 
drug  the  consciences  they  would  arouse,  or  to  drown 
the  convictions  they  have  awakened,  or  to  bring  sin 
and  sorrow  as  a  withering  curse  into  what  should  be 
as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  and  they  will  tell  you  it  is 
this.  Ask  our  town  missionaries  what  it  is  that  is 
the  greatest  obstacle  that  rears  itself  up  in  all  its 
Hydra-headed  deformity  and  power,  spreading  misery 
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around,  and  dragging  immortal  souls  to  perdition, 
and  they  will  tell  you  this.  Ask  the  missionary  upon 
a  foreign  shore  what  it  is  that  brutalizes  and  de- 
monizes  beyond  heathenism  itself,  and  sweeps  into 
destruction  many  of  those  they  are  trying  to  save, 
and  becomes  that  at  which  the  very  heathen  points 
as  the  curse  and  shame  that  has  come  to  them  from 
the  same  land  as  the  Gospel,  and  they  will  tell  you  it 
is  strong  drink."  Again  we  say,  with  such  facts 
as  these  staring  us  in  the  face;  and  also,  taking 
into  consideration  the  intimate  connection  that  exists 
between  these  body  and  soul-destroying  drinks  and 
the  vain  amusements  and  recreations  we  have  been 
treating  upon,  we  are  surely  fully  justified  in  making 
a  brief  reference  to  so  important  a  subject  in  these 
pages. 

Having  followed  us  thus  far  in  our  remarks  upon 
amusement  and  recreation,  we  imagine  some  of  our 
readers  saying,  "  While  the  writer  has  gone  into  par- 
ticulars respecting  the  abuse  of  leisure  hours,  he  has 
only  made  a  few  general  remarks  with  regard  to  their 
legitimate  use."  We  have  not,  it  is  true,  entered 
into  detail  respecting  the  various  ways  in  which  leisure 
hours  may  be  both  profitably  and  enjoyably  spen^ 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  most  professors  of  religion 
have  already  solved  the  interesting  and  important 
problem,  how  to  spend  their  leisure  hours  to  advan- 
tage. The  religious  professor  who  feels  his  leisure 
hours  hanging  heavily  upon  his  hands,  and  who  has 
not  so  far  become  the  subject  of  the  enlightening 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  to  enable  him  to  find 
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out  a  hundred  ways  in  which  he  may  turn  his  leisure 
hours  to  good  account,  so  as  to  secure  present  enjoy- 
ment and  a  future  reward*  is  pretty  much  in  the  same 
position  as  the  blind  man  in  the  Gospel,  who  had 
only  so  far  received  bodily  eyesight  as  to  enable  him 
to  "  see  men  as  trees  walking."  Mere  change  of 
employment  or  fresh  subjects  of  thought  will  supply 
a  wise  man  with  many  ways  of  spending  a  leisure 
hour  to  advantage.  What  would  be  real  work  to  the 
man  who  followed  it  as  a  daily  occupation,  might  be 
real  recreation  to  the  man  who  engaged  in  it  as  a 
means  of  usefully  passing  away  a  leisure  hour. 
Whatever  may  be  the  kind  of  recreation  indulged  in 
by  a  christian  man,  he  will  in  his  recreations  adopt 
such  a  course  as  shall  secure  to  him  the  blessedness 
of  "  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel  of  the 
ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sit- 
teth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful."  But  we  believe  a 
good  man  will  find  the  truest  recreation  and  enjoy- 
ment in  treading  in  the  blessed  footsteps  of  Him  who 
went  about  doing  good  ;  and  in  obeying  trie  apostolic 
injunction,  "  To  do  good  and  to  communicate  forget 
not,  for  with  such  a  sacrifice  God  is  well  pleased." 

Before  bringing  our  remarks  to  a  close,  we  should 
like,  most  earnestly  and  affectionately,  to  endeavour 
to  impress  upon  the  youthful  portion  of  our  readers 
the  tremendous  importance  of  the  subject  wre  have 
•been  treating  upon  in  the  foregoing  pages.  Youth  is 
in  many  respects  a  most  critical  and  important  period 
of  human  life.  Youth  is  to  a  great  extent  a  promise 
and   a  prophecy   of  what  the   future   man  will  be. 
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Many  years  ago,  when  the  writer  was  a  boy,  he  had  a 
small  slip  of  paper  put  into   his   hand   by  an  aged 
minister  of  the  Gospel  with  these  words  written  upon 
it,  "Youth  is  the  seed-time  of  the  mind ;  whate'er  thy 
age  would  reap  thy  youth  must  sow,   for  the  great 
seed-time  of  thy  life  is  now."     Of  some  young  men 
we  sometimes  here  it  remarked,  "  They  are  only  sow- 
ing their  wild   oats ;"  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity that  all  young  men  should,   at    a  certain  period 
during  their  youthful  days,    give  the   reins  to  their 
sinful  propensities  and  desires,  and  to  some  extent  at 
least  familiarize  themselves  with  unlawful  and  vicious 
worldly  pleasures,  in   defiance   of  the    teachings  of 
God's   Word,    when   it  says,  "  Flee   youthful   lusts, 
which  war  against  the  soul."     Depend  upon  it,  young 
men,  that  to  the  extent  you  sow  wild  oats,  to  the  same 
extent  you  will  reap  wild  oats.     Then  take  care  what 
kind  of  seed  you  sow  in  the  spring  time  of  your  life, 
for  upon   the  character  of  your  present    sowing  will 
depend  your  future  harvest.     "  Be  not  deceived,  God 
is  not  mocked  ;  whatsoever  a  man  soweth  that  shall 
he  also  reap  :  he  that  soweth  to  the  flesh  shall  of  the 
flesh  reap  corruption,  and  he  that  soweth  to  the  spirit 
shall  of  the  spirit  reap  life  everlasting."     "  Rejoice. 
0  young  man,  in  thy  youth ;  and  let  thy  heart  cheer 
thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of 
thine  heart,  and  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes  :  but  know 
thou,  that  for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee 
into  judgment."      Mr.  Gough,   the  celebrated  tem- 
perance orator,  has  the  following  remarks  in  one  of 
his  published  orations : — <f  After  my  mother's  death  I 
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went  out  into  the  world ;  and,  exposed  to  its  manifold 
temptations,  I  fell.  I  acquired  bad  habits.  For 
seven  years  cf  my  life  I  wandered  over  God's  beautiful 
earth  like  an  unblest  spirit  wandering  over  a  barren 
desert,  digging  deep  wells  to  quench  my  thirst,  and 
bringing  up  the  dry  hot  sand.  The  livery  of  my 
master  had  become  to  me  like  a  garment  of  burning 
poison.  Bound  with  the  fetters  of  evil  habits,  like 
an  iron  net  encircling  me  in  its  iron  folds — fascinated 
with  my  bondage,  and  yet  with  a  desire — oh,  how  fer- 
vent ! — to  stand  where  I  had  once  hoped  to  stand. 
Seven  years  of  darkness,  seven  years  of  dissipation, 
seven  years  of  sin !  Oh  !  I  stood  there,  I  remember 
it  well,  feeling  my  own  weakness,  and  thinking  that 
"  the  way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard  ;"  knowing  that 
"the  wages  of  sin  is  death  ;"  feeling  in  my  heart  of 
hearts  all  the  bitterness  that  arises  from  the  con- 
sciousness of  powers  wasted  and  opportunities  lost ; 
conscious  that  I  had  been  chasing  the  bubble  pleasure, 
and  had  gained  nothing."  Remember,  young  men, 
that  "  life's  opening  chapters  colour  all  the  rest." 
Then  be  it  yours  in  life's  fair  morning  to  start  aright. 
Live  to  purpose  ;  live  with  some  grand  and  glorious 
end  constantly  in  view.  Live  for  eternity ;  live  for 
heaven.  Thus  living,  and  yielding  up  your  noblest 
powers  a  living  sacrifice  to  Him  who  gave  His  life  for 
you,  the  evening  of  your  life  shall  be  calm  and  serene  ; 
no  thorns  shall  plant  themselves  in  your  dying  pillow; 
and  from  drinking  of  the  stream  of  pure  pleasure  oh 
earth,  you  shall  pass  away  to  the  fountain-head  of 
bliss,  where  "  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore." 


